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From the President....

We are all waiting on the arrival of Spring, | can feel the “itchiness” we all have.. 1 would like to thank Carl K9LA and
Vicky AE9YL for putting on a very interesting DX program last month I think we all were encouraged to take things a little
farther with our skills and we had a good group show up for the meeting and program.

I also would like to welcome our new member Lee Simmonds KC9CDT from Jefferson Twp. He is already jumping in
there by helping out with the Flower Power Flower Bulb Sales! Welcome Lee and thank you.

I would like to thank Don KA9QWC for lighting the fuse under us in getting VHF Packet active again here in the County.
We are using 144.950 Mhz as our Whitley County LAN VHF Packet frequency once again. Don/KA9QWC& Cathy
WBB8ORR, Roger/N9QCL, Dave/NIVTF & Jeanne/N9XXM, Dan/NOWNH & Melanie/W9INNH and of course the
EMA/RACES Station/ KCOANF are all on the air. If you have a computer with software/or a TNC and a VHF radio get
onboard.. If you need help getting things going again give one of us a call.

I am repeating some things from last month to give you another chance to communicate your feelings or become involved
in all the activities we do and the upcoming projects.

Activities:

If you have an idea for a program please let Becky or any of the committee members know your thoughts. Upcoming
programs are PSK31 and CoCoRaHS. Becky N9RJB is asking all of the committee members to have some sites picked out
and initial information gathered before the April General Meeting as you will be meeting at 6:30 PM. Anyone else is also
encouraged to input suggestions or information.

Some additional help or backups are needed for the Columbia City Early Warning Tests. This is a joint effort that involves
ARES/RACES/SKYWARN and the WCARC.. The tests are the first and third Mondays of every month at 12 PM weather
and forecast permitting. If we have enough people to help even if it is just once in awhile it give some fellow hams a break
or you might fill in when they are unable to make it. It only takes a few minutes of your time and gives us another public
service that we can say we provide. For more information contact Henry N9HM EWS Test Coordinator.

Communications:

I would like to hear some feedback on the issue of the newsletter, website etc. We decided quite some time ago to save
some money by emailing the newsletter out to the club members and by putting the newsletter on the website. The cost of
printing up the newsletter is rising just to have five or so copies for a meeting now costs in the neighborhood of $8-$11 per
month depending on how long it is. Now that means that we spend around twelve members dues per year just so we can
have a few newsletters available at a meeting.

For the most part the newsletter consists of a front page with birthday announcements, the second and third page consist of
Board, Appointed Positions and Committee members. This is followed by the Club Roster, President and V. President
articles, usually an article from Don KA9QWC or one or two other club members every once in awhile and a calendar page.

How many of you read the newsletter and or contribute something to it? | guess | am questioning the need for a separate
newsletter when all of this can be put on the website as a running newspaper type of page with side click bars for specific
subjects or areas of interest. .

I know myself and others appreciate what Roger N9QCL has done with the website and the newsletter over time along with
the past works of Don KA9QWC, Charlie WB9FZO and Randy N9STQ. But | feel that our website is underutilized and has
not essentially changed it’s look and purpose from it’s inception and | know others have mentioned they would like to see
more and updated information posted there. | feel that we should make the full transition and move ahead. This page could
contain information such as the club By-Laws and Constitution, Net Rosters, Net Control Schedules, Net Preambles, more
in depth ARES/RACES/SKYWARN local information, more focus on our activities, club history, more pictures and
updated links. I think we need to address not only the costs that were to be essentially removed by not printing a newsletter
and removing the problem all together and putting it all on the website and in turn making the website more interesting and
useful.. Let the committee know your thoughts.

Education & Training:

This topic has not been addressed and does need some research as far as the need of Technician or higher classes. But we
have some immediate needs that are pressing also such as traffic handling, net operations, packet operations etc that could
be taught in a class atmosphere any interest.



Finance and Fund-Raising:

We have brought up the need for fund-raising and finance reform. We have procured one fund-raising item which is flower
bulb sales. The company specializes in fund-raising for clubs etc. The WCARC Board has decided to give a try as it costs
the club nothing. But the rewards could be endless depending on our commitment. We keep 50% off the top of what we sell
right of the bat. There is no delivery or shipping charges. But once the orders are placed all of them will be shipped to a
central address and then is up to those that have gathered orders to deliver them to the recipients. | am asking the
membership to not just look at the minimum to sell but make a goal of filling at least one sales sheet. One sheet contains 17
possible order slots. Most items are in the $10-$15 range. Everybody should know enough people to fill one sheet per
member. The deadline for the orders including all monies to be turned into to me is no later than April 13th.

We are also discussing how the 50/50 drawings are handled and where the money should go. We are also addressing the
Health & Welfare Fund. and how it should be handled. If you have ideas, concerns, comments let Richard WOEEE, Henry
N9HM or myself know as we are wanting feedback.

I would like to see us start on the issue of 501C(3) status inquiries again. | am asking the Finance & Fundraising Committee
to get ready to put their heads together and start checking on the costs of this.

We are still hoping to apply for a local grant for system hardware and installation costs. With some needed paperwork we
hopefully can try this again.

Health & Welfare:

I’ve asked the Health & Welfare Committee to come up with guidelines and protocols for that committee in writing. We
have never had any type of written guide for the committee to go by and it can be a problem with new committee members
not knowing what should be done. This gathering of information will include the duties of the committee, protocols for
handling estates, ill, elderly or other types of assistance needed by a county ham or club member , condolence amounts and
to whom etc. If you have any thoughts let Henry N9HM, Melanie WINNH, Don/KA9QWC or Cathy WB8ORR know.

Historical:

We are still awaiting word from Chuck WB9DNE regarding some information for our Whitley County Amateur Radio
Silent Key Webpage on the WCARC Website. He mentioned that Paul Woods KBO9DOH has become a silent key awhile
ago and is gathering the information for us. .

We are in need of those photo’s, rosters, newspaper clippings and internet articles you may have, that are gathering dust to
share with the outside world. So cough them up and let’s get them where people can view them on the club website. Give
Don, Henry or myself a call if you have something that we could borrow to copy or scan.

Membership:

Melanie has been mailing out post cards that the club has a supply of to potential new members and invite a number of
them every month to the club meetings and activities. We will concentrate on a new area every month. We have mailed to
Jefferson Twp. area and gained one new member. This month we will be mailing to the Churubusco area. If you know of
some fellow ham that is not a member or if someone that might be interested in the hobby feel free to invite them. In fact
we encourage you to do so. If you have any question you can contact Don KA9QQWC, Melanie WONNH or 1.

Station & Repeater:

The Board approved the purchase of a DTMF hand microphone that is needed for the new Alinco DR-135T VHF radio that
now belongs to the club. We are still awaiting arrival of this. | called Phil AB91Z and he checked on the order status and
said it hasn’t been shipped as of yet.

We are working with EMA/DHS in procuring equipment and installation costs for the VHF Repeater through a DHS
Interoperability Communications Grant in 2009. Weare also awaiting a written MOU between EMA/DHS and the
WCARC for future situations and issues. We have decided to make use of another local grant if awarded to move and
improve the UHF Repeater. Site procurement is still on-going at this time. We know we have one local at no cost but for
only one system. We have a possibility of another east of Columbia City if some issues can be worked out. We have
another potential site to the west that talks need to be renewed yet. This is an on-going process.

None of these will not happen without grants and fund-raising through the work of many people including yourself. Ask
yourself what you can do for the club and to support the local communication systems.

Dan M. Dahms N9WNH
2008 WCARC President



Whitley County Amateur Radio Club

General Meeting Minutes
March 13, 2008

President Dan NOWNH called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. Those members present were: Dan
Dahms NOWNH, Melanie Dahms W9NNH, Becky Spencer N9RJB, Richard Leo W9EEE, Homer
Crowder N9HRC, Dave Keiser WBOUNL, Lanny Kelly K9OOP, Thomas Presley KBOTTY, Junior
Smith WBISPY, Cathy Evilsizor WB8ORR, Don Evilsizor KA9QWC, Ewing Potts KIRWO Desiree
Douglas KB9YLL, Henry Mackey N9HM, Roger McEntarfer N9QCL and new member Lee
Simmonds KC9CDT

Guest Present were: Dennis Keyfauver K3DCK, Gary Stebbins KC9GGV, Lyle Long N1LL, Paul
Brower WOYEL, Rick Miller AB9OK, Jack Smith WU9Z, Clarence Resler N9VSR, Ruth Resler
N9ZTF, Alex Leo

Guest Speakers Carl Luetzelschwab K9LA & Vicky Luetzelschwab AE9YL

Secretary Melanie WONNH read the minutes of the last general meeting. No additions or corrections
were noted. The minutes were approved as read.

Richard WOEEE gave the Treasurer’s report. Richard stated that the club received credit for the utility
bill for the month of February and that the utility bill had been paid for the month of March.
Treasurer’s report was approved pending audit.

Vice President Becky N9RJB asked for club members to be thinking of suggestions for field day.
Becky also announced the coming months programs:

April - PSK31 by Gary Stebbins KCI9GGV

May - CoCoRaHS by Sam Lashley from NWS

Health and Welfare Committee: Melanie WONNH said that before the meeting John KC9FBA had
talked with Dan N9WNH and said that he would not be there as his son Josh had had his tonsils
removed and was in and out of the hospital with several complications. John also stated that they had
some good news that his XYL Christy and him are expecting their 3rd child in October.

Dan N9WNH stated that he and Melanie WONNH had visited with Howard N9ICA and his XYL
Treva to deliver Howard’s radios back to him that Dan N9WNH had worked on. He was in good
spirits but due to his stroke he has problem getting out of breath when he talks. Dan said that Howard
would likes to talk on the phone and wouldn’t mind visitors but be sure to call first before showing up
to make sure he is up to visitors that day. Ewing KORWO asked if he could hit the repeater and Dan
said Howard would have to cross band through the radio at Dan’s house to get into the repeater.

Dan N9WNH reminded the H&W committee that they should check up on Lewis Brown W9SMQ.
The H&W committee was asked to get together to discuss and present guidelines to the club on how
much should be spent on to whom & what should be given in instances such as death, illness &

surgeries.

Old Business:



Historical Committee: Chuck WB9DNE told Dan N9WNH at the February meeting in South Whitley
that Paul Woods KBO9DOH was a SK. Chuck said he would check into it and get back with Dan so we
could update our SK page on the website.

Membership Committee: Melanie WINNH stated that she has been sending out 12 cards each month
to amateurs in hopes to draw in new members for the club. Dan N9WNH reminded those present that
if they were going to rejoin ARRL that if they rejoined ARRL through the club the club would make
$2.00 commission for renewing members and $15.00 for new members or those that had not been a
member in the last 2 years. Lanny asked if we still could receive the commission if they were a senior.
Richard stated that yes we could.

Repeater Station Committee: Dan NO9WNH stated that the board voted to purchase a microphone for
the clubs Alinco DR135 radio. Dan said the cheapest place he found to order the microphone from was
Phil’s Ham Radio Store in New Haven. The board decided that Dan should purchase the microphone.

Dan stated that after talking with Jack Moore from Embarg about getting the repeater on their tower.
At this time it has been put to a lower level of priority. Jack told Dan that Embarq would waive the
$1,500.00 application fee and that they would work with us on rent but, the engineering fee of up to
$2,000.00 still applied at this time. Dan has now been working with EMA, IDHS and ISP to see about
getting us on a tower in the area.

Audit Committee: Dan NOWNH read the audit committees report that was presented to the board
during the February board meeting. As it was suggested that it be presented to the club members to be
accepted. Dave WBOUNL motioned that the audit be accepted with Jr WB9SPY seconded

Finance & Fundraising Committee: Melanie WONNH explained the Flower Power Fundraising kit to
the club members that she had ordered on line. It was decided by the members to order 20 fundraising
packets with Lanny K9OOP motioning and Becky N9RJB seconding.

Book Fair: Dan N9WNH stated that the book fair put on by the Friends of the Library would start
setting up on June 25th and would appreciate any help that could be given. The book fair would be
open Friday June 27th & Saturday June 28th.

There was no new business.

Junior WB9SPY then motioned to close the meeting Lanny K9OOP seconded. The club meeting was
adjourned at 7:50p.m.

The group then took a break to enjoy snacks before the program began Junior WB9SPY & Ewing
K9RWO. The program for the evening was presented by Carl Luetzelschwab K9LA & Vicky
Luetzelschwab AE9YL on their adventures in Dxing.

Respectfully Submitted,
Melanie Dahms WONNH
Secretary



Whitley County Amateur Radio Club

Board Meeting
March 27, 2008
President Dan N9WNH called the meeting to order at 8:26 p.m. Board members present were: Dan
Dahms NOWNH, Melanie Dahms W9NNH, Richard Leo W9EEE & Lanny K9QOOP

Club members present were: Homer Crowder N9HRC, Dave Keiser WB9UNL, Cathy Evilsizor
WBB8ORR, Don Evilsizor KAYQWC & Henry Mackey NOHM

Secretary Melanie WONNH read the minutes of the last general meeting. No additions or corrections
were noted. The minutes were approved as read.

Richard WOEEE gave the Treasurer’s report. Treasurer’s report was approved pending audit.

Activities Committee: The April PSK31 program was discussed Gary KC9GGV is bringing his own
HF equipment. We are to supply a 40 meter antenna. Richard WOEEE was asked if he was still able to
supply the antenna as he mentioned previously. Richard said that he would. Lanny K9OOP offered to
bring his watt meter. Dan said that he would also bring his 40 meter hamstick as a back up. There was
further discussion about antenna set up.

Becky N9RJB has now rescheduled the activities committee meeting concerning Field Day until 6:30
p.m. prior to the April 10" general meeting. Those committee members present were reminded that it
would be a good idea for those members to identify potential sites including any back ground inquiries.

Peabody Library June Bookfair: It was mentioned that the up coming bookfair will be held at the
same time as Field Day. Mike Hayes needs to be contacted as of yet to inform him that we as a club
would not be available on that Saturday but, we could possibly assist earlier on that week with set up.
Dan will contact Mike Hayes regarding this.

May General Meeting / CoCoRaHS Program: Dan N9WNH stated since finding out that the
CoCoRaHS program / training will be up to 90 minutes in length he suggest that the business portion
be shortened with only emergency measures and announcements. The board must double up on
business at the board meetings prior to and after the May general meeting. It was also mentioned that
meeting room B has also been scheduled for overflow purposes for this meeting.

Audit Committee: The FY 2007 audit committee has completed its task and gave its
recommendations. The board and the club have been notified.

By-laws & Constitution: Secretary Melanie WINNH has taken the time to type the WCARC by-laws
& constitution in digital format. So this enables us to submit this to the club website for convenience.
This has been done in the past but through time all copies have been lost. This will give all members
the ability to review and / or print their own copy. This will be put on the website in the near future.

Finance & Fundraising Committee: Flower Power Fundraising orders and money are due no later
than April 13", With preference if possible by the April 10" club meeting. All members should do
their best on selling as much as they can up until that time.



Whitley County Community Foundation Grant: The grant deadline is in the month of May. Dan
requested Richard to get to him all financial information in order to fill out the appropriate paper work.
Dan was asked about some information regarding the grant. Dan informed those present that the initial
thought was to gain funding to move, purchase & install the VHF repeater on a sight. Because of new
possible developments it was discussed that we should have a plan A and a plan B for the grant. Either
would be consistent with the grant proposal. The plan B action would involve the UHF repeater move,
upgrade and instillation costs.

Health & Welfare: Don KA9QWC has volunteered his services to the H&W committee. Dan
N9WNH stated that he did not have a problem with this but, it is up to the current committee members.
Henry N9HM, Melanie WONNH & Cathy WB8ORR did not have a problem with this and welcomed
Don aboard.

Since Don KA9QWC had inquired and sent out emails concerning fellow amateurs in the county. He
was asked to give a report. Don reported as follows: Dan talked on the phone with Junior WB9SPY
XYL Jan to find out how he was doing. She said that he had lost 25 pounds in a short amount of time
and was feeling poorly. Junior was scheduled for an appointment to find out more.

Don talked on the phone with Howard N9ICA he seemed to be doing well and was in good spirits.

Don talked with Lewis W9SMQ and he seems to be doing better. He has been listening to Morse code.
He also said that he can’t drive when its dark but he does seem to be in good spirits.

Historical Committee: Chuck WB9DNE told Dan NOWNH at the February meeting in South Whitley
that Paul Woods KB9DOH was a SK. Chuck said he would check into it and get back with Dan so we
could update our SK page on the website.

WCARC Oscilloscope: Dan N9WNH stated the he had sent 3 emails and 1 letter to Dennis K3DCK
regarding the clubs Oscilloscope and had heard no reply. Roger N9QCL stated that Dennis had been
out of the area with work and that Dennis K3DCK had brought the Oscilloscope back to Roger
N9QCL and that Roger N9QCL now has it.

Alinco DR135 Microphone: Dan N9WNH stated that he had talked with Phil from Phil’s Ham radio
Store and that the new microphone had not yet come in but, he thought it should arrive shortly.

The club meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Melanie Dahms W9NNH
Secretary



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
WC ARES NET Hoosier Lake RC ARGYL Hamfest
7:15 PM Mtg. 7:30 PM Lowell, Ml
145.270 ea
Wed night
WCARC Sunday nite | Siren test 12 PM Warsaw Emergency | WCARC General Mtg. HCARC ARES Net
net - 7:45 PM 21 ARC Service net 7:00 PM 8 PM - 146.685 ea
444 550 ea Sunday Mtg. 7 PM 7:00 PM ea Wells Co ARC Sat night
RACES MTG ACARTS Mtg. 21 ARC net 9 PM
7:00 PM 7:30 PM. 147.150 ea
Wabash 2-mtr net 8 PM Wed night

147.030 ea Mon night

20

21

22

23

24

25

20

North Central Indiana | Siren test WCARC W5YI Test Session
Hamfest — Peru, IN 12 PM Board Mtg. 7:00 PM 9:00 AM

HCARC

Mtg. 7 PM

10

2008




May

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Hoosier Lake RC HCARC ARES Net
Mtg. 7:30 PM 8 PM - 146.685 ea
Sat night
WCARC Sunday nite Siren test 12 PM WC ARES NET WCARC General Mtg.
net - 7:45 PM 21 ARC 7:15 PM 7:00 PM
444,550 ea Sunday Mtg. 7 PM 145.270 ea Wells Co ARC
night Wed night Mtg. 7 PM
RACES MTG Warsaw Emergency Dayton Hamvention Dayton Hamvention
7:00 PM Service net
Wabash 2-mtr net 8 PM 7:00 PM ea
147.030 ea Mon night Wed Night
Dayton Hamvention Siren test ACARTS Mtg. 21 ARC net 9 PM WCARC
12 PM 7:30 PM. 147.150 ea Board Mtg. 7:00 PM
Wed night
HCARC
Mtg. 7 PM

11

2008




7 tuird Anaal North Central lndiana //a/fr/em‘

Sponsored By Grant, Miami, Kokomo and Blackford County Amateur Radio
Clubs, and the ARRL

Sunday April 20, 2008
7:00 AM to 2:00 PM EDST

At the

Miami County 4H Fairgrounds

Approximately 2 Miles North of Peru, Indiana on Mexico Road

TALK IN ON 147.345+ K9ZEV Miami County Amateur Radio Club Repeater

“VE TESTING”

Anyone who obtains a License or Upgrades at our Testing Session will be admitted
FREE to the Hamfest! Testing conducted 8:00 am to 10:00 am

TICKET INFORMATION

$5.00 at the Door, 17 and under FREE
FREE PARKING, Handicapped Parking Available

Grand Prize

2 Meter Radio
Contact Vendor Setup
Robbie Robinson Saturday 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM
2202 W. Leffel Lane Sunday 6:00 AM - 8:00 AM
Peru, Indiana 46970 Inside: $4.00/Table + Admission Ticket
(765) 985-2811 Outside: $3.00 + Admission Ticket
Directions:

From North of Peru: Take US31 toward Peru, turn Left onto Miami County Rd 200N, the fairgrounds are
approx 2 Miles on your Right.

From South of Peru: Take US31 toward Peru, turn Right on Miami County Rd 200N, the Fairgrounds are
approx 2 Miles on your Right.

From West of Peru: Take US24 toward Peru, exit onto US31N, follow US31N to Miami County Rd
200N, turn Right onto Miami County Rd 200N, the Fairgrounds are approx 2 miles on your Right.

From East of Peru: Take US24 toward Peru, just north of Peru-turn Right onto Mexico Rd (Business 31,
Broadway), the Fairgrounds are approx 2 miles on your Left.

From Downtown Peru: Take Broadway north, cross US24, you are on Mexico Rd now, go approx 2
miles, the Fairgrounds are on your Left.

Advance Reservations Need to be Postmarked by March 30, 2008
Vendor Preregistration by Sending Form or Email to:

wIrsr@comcast.net or www.ncihamfest.com
Make Checks payable to NCIHamfest

Name Call Sign
Address City , State
Zip Code Phone Number Email

Tables, How Many Wall Space Power

Advanced Tickets, how many
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